SERMON, 
BY THE REV. JAMES ARKLE, 


Pf. 


PREACHED IN THE CHURCH-"OF CASTLETOWN, 


— 


on a woe DBCEMBER 29. 1799. 0 
4 Day bar rTüb By THE +: e To FASTING, HU. 
| MILIATION, AND PRAYERS. ON ACCOUNT OF THE un- 


| | DF FAVOURABLE HARVEST) THE FAILURE OP THE 


. ; - CROPS, THE *$CARCITY AND HIGH | | 
dl 5 PRICE or PROVISIONS. 7 


parern0 4r ni pages 6s 768 commer, 
ir 85 Rs AND ro 


1 ron THE BENEFIT oF ru 


POOR or THAT PARISH. 


KELSO: 


PRINTED BY JAMES BALLANTYNE. 
AND SOLD AT THE MAIL-OFFICE THERE, | 
47 MESS. SHORTREED AND FAIRS, BANK-OFFICE, JEDBURGH By MR w. — 
; ELLIOT, WRITER IN KAWICK j MR r. BALLANTYNE, MERCHANT, 


CASTLETOWN ; AND MR x. BALFOUR, BOOKSELLER, EDINT, 


pe. * e 
ee CUES 


nn 4 


* 


* 


” 
N 7 
"2 
= 
- 
* . 
* 
+ 
8 
% . 1 
** _ 
- * * 5 
- - * 
_ - 
* . . 
- 
* qn 
= 
* * 
0 o 
* 
* 
- 
> 
= 
- 
* 
” — 
= * 
* * 
i 
* 5 * 4 5 
a 
— 
wa : 
; 
" * 4 
. 
. * * 7 
, 
3 
* 


311 * 
oP, 
. 
* 
* 
o 
— 
N — 
* . 
— 1 
— 
« 
* , 
. 
— 
* 
S 
* 
o 
e. 
” 
* 
4 
oy 
= 
: 1 * 
. 


— / 


nm lu OLIVER, Eee of Dauer, 


THE FOLLOWING SERMON, 
18 INSCRI BED, 5 
ESTEEM AND REGARD 
ENTERTAINED OF HIM, = 
or THE | 


: 4 
* GN PEE 5 w—_ 


* — — —— —UU— m - 9 
4 
* 
of 
og 
"2 
* 8 
os 
* 
* 
* 
K * — * 
. 
| a 
0 . 
| P 
4 - 
* 
A * 
© . 
- 6 oe 
* 
* 
0 : 
* 
* 
; - 
\ 
| . 
* 4 
-- ; 
98 | 
4L . 
2 
ü 9 
* 
\ =» | | 
: Þ 
9 
* 
. 
„ : | 
. 
2 4 | | | 
* * 
* 
* f s | 
* 
” 
4 
i 
, 
” 
2 
# | | 
* 
3 - 
* * 
* 
- 
&* 
4 
* ze; | 
- | | 
# 2 ; | 
| ry ; 
* 
5 . 
* 
— a i 
x 
. E 
* 
* E « 
5 
wy 


— — — 


——_— 


RY . R. * 0 N 
all Dersden en | 
ron THE BENEFIT. or THE. 


POOR © or THE PARISH 1 oF CASTLETOWR: 


| | ECCLESIASTES, Vil 14. Be 
* the Day of Auel, Cour. 3 


| Fr excellent ik which are e in 
this chapter where the text lies, are well calculated for 
the general direction and government of human life— 
They are dictated by the Spirit of Inſpiration, and 5 
they conduct thoſe in the paths of wiſdom, and of hap- 
pineſs,. who yield themſelves to. the guidance of their 
| falutary precepts. The author was a man of great ex · 
. perience, of < wiſdom and knowledge.” He was rai- 
ſed to the higheſt rank in ſociety; he was rich, and. 
powerful, and wiſe. He taſted the pleaſures of this 
world, he knew its deceitful enjoyments, and he hath, 4 
given you the reſult of all his. obſervations, to' inſt 


** 4 


0) 
ou in uſeful knowledge and wiſdom. He hath point: 


Aout the danger of proſperity, and taught you to im- 
prove that ſeaſon of gladneſs, by ſhewing gratitude to 
| God, and by acknowledging him as the giver of all 
; good. He reminds you of the tranſient nature of every 
human joy, and deſires you to remember, that though 
the © light is ſweet, and a pleaſant thing it is for the 
te eyes to behold the ſun; j if a man live many days 


*« and rejoice in them all; yet let him remember the 


6 days of darkneſs, for they ſhall. be many.“ The 


bright ſunſhine is frequently ſucceeded by clouds and 


OY darkneſs. Afflictions ariſe and overwhelm the ſoul in 
ſorrow and in ſadneſs ; x; and inſtead of the ſmooth and 5 
flowery path of proſperity, man is doomed to tread the ; 

| rugged path of adverſe fortune. Individuals, commu- 


nities, and nations, participate in the viciſſitudes inci- 


dent to human nature. Kingdoms riſe and fall, they 

flouriſn and decay, according to the mandate of the 

= Eternal God. There is nothing ſtable nor permanent 
1 human affairs. Theſe fluctuate like the billows of 


| the reſtleſs ſea. ; 


0 men p07 theſe events with attention; 7 they 2 
derive inſtruction from them, and in ſeaſons of affliſ - 
46 tion and adverſity, they receive confolation and ſtrength. 1 
| They do not leave God out of the univerſe. Ne be- 8 


hold him ſeated on a © throne high and lifted up, 


aAuful majeſty, ſwaying A ſceptre with irreſiſtible power, 
| doing according to his will, aniong the armies of hea- 
——_— ee 


EFF 


55 ven, 
nas the Supreme Ruler of the Univerſe. They mark the 
| ways of his Providence, and vith profound reverenes 

obſerve the operations of his hand. All the elements © 

AK | nature are eee to his authority, they obey his com- 
5 peſilence — in darkneſs, when the people fall bß 
the edge of the ſword, when famine, that terrible cala | 

i mity, that awful ſcourge of ſinful men, cuts off the ſtaff . 

of bread, theſe are his mini 
Whatever form the deſtroying angel aſſumes, he re- 
cCeeives his commiſſion from on high. No event can 
| take; place without the —_— and appoimment of + 

bim Who nme all. 69k 51 . eee 


07 
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quakes ſhake the world, when the 


xs that do his pleaſure.” 


The elde af i ny war ds þ road FR 


. ſolution. among the nations; but we in this land have 
only heard af them hitherto as the ſound of a diſtant 
ſtorm. God hath, as yet, turned the battle from our 
gates. At preſent, the viſitation of his anger ſeems to 
threaten us with a nearer approach. The genial influ - _ 
|  enc+ of, the Sun hath been withheld; and Nature hath 
A languiſhed. The crops of corn have been unproduQtive, 
and by the inclemency of the ſeaſon of harveſt, in many 
places they have rotted on the fields. Provifions have 
become ſcarce and unuſually 
diſtreſs has already prevailed. On account of theſe cala - 
Een nn * of this Congregation, are this day af. 


igh in price, and great 


ſemhled 
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we would: obey his. command who ſaith, „8a 
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pray, to deprecate his wrath, and to implore his mercy. 
We would liſten with deep attention to his awful wo 


_ *-faſt;, call a ſolemn affembly,: gather the elders; and all 
Ee lthe inhabitants of tire land into the Houſe of the Lord 
your God, and cry unto che Lord your God, and 
ay, alas! for the day. is not the meat cut off before 
* garners are laid deſolate, the corn is withered. Aday 
of darkneſs and of gloomineſs hath appeared. Blo 
s mougtain, and let all the inhabitants of the lan trem 
* ble.” This is the ſeaſon of adverſity, and in the * day | 
. of adverſity, conſider,” In order to aſſiſt your medi- 
_ tations, and to direct them to the purpoſe of our preſent 
; meeting, I have choſen theſe words, and in ne f 
them I . g nn, . ao 


— 


— — ů 


K 9 » 
5 In the first ple let us attend to Ve Gary and ex- 


5 : _ nh nature of 8 g 


þ 4 " 


«4xi is the dacy of man to cad his lee at al times, A 


3 and i in every ſeaſon ; but the Day of Adverſity calls for 
the exerciſe of this duty in a particular manner. In the 
day of proſperity men ate too apt to neglect this impor- - 
rant duty, and they ſuffer their time to paſs away in 
heedleſs inconſideration. While health continues, they 
ſeldom think of the approach of diſeaſe, nor of the hour 
of death. While the light ſhines, they think not of 
the days of darkneſs. Many glide along the ſtreaem 
of inconſideration, nor do they awake to ſerious thought 
until they are ready to be overwhelmed in the dark a- 
byſs. Vet the tenure by which you hold your exiſtence, 
the fliQuating nature of the things of time, the ſupe- 
_ rior importance of thoſe of eternity, ought to awake 
: the mind to ſerious meditation, and incline you to 
conſider | your ways. Levity and thoughtleſsneſs are 
inconſiſtent. with true wiſdom, they ſuit not the ſtate 
of man, in a world the faſhion of which is continu- 
: ally paſſing. _ Conſideration is friendly to virtue. It 
tears away the maſk of folly, it ſhews the danger of 
error, and the fatal conſequences of ſin. It is the | 
duty of every being endowed with reaſon, and in the 
exerciſe of which the wiſe and virtuous will be fre- 
quently employed. The Scriptures, by precept and ex- 
: ample, exhort you to perform it, and they preſs the ex · 
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vile: of this duty on your minds, by the moſt pow- 
cr ful motives and arguments. To employ ſome part of ; 
your time in ſerious thought is worthy of beings endow- 
ed with underſtanding ; ; it accords with the end of your 
exiſtence, and with the glorious objects which the Goſ- 
pel preſents. to your view. God hath furniſhed you 
with the means, it becomes you to employ them. He 
hath diſtinguiſhed you from the beaſts that periſh; he 
| hath not limited your hopes to the preſent ſcene, he 
bath taught you to look forward to a world beyond the 
grave. He hath formed you capable of reflecting on 
the paſt ſo as to improve the preſent, and to lay a good 
foundation againſt the time that is to come. Wiſdom 
5 char acterizes all the ways and works of God. He bath 
not conferred theſe gifts in vain; theſe talents were be⸗ 
ſtowed that they might be improved, and for the im- 
provement of them you are accountable. They enable 
you to diſcriminate between good 
8 tue and vice, between folly; = wiſdom to perceive 
the beauty of holineſs and the deformity of ſin. - Con- 
ſideration requires you to employ your powers and fa- 
culties in this manner, to ſearch and try your ways, to 
examine the tenor of your paſt conduct, ſo that * 
may correct what hath been wrong, and go forward in 
the improvement of what is truly good. Think, then, 
what you have been, what you now are, and what you 
= hope to be. Prove your ownlelves ; examine what your 
conſcience, guided by the word of God, condemns, what 
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d and evil, between vir- 


ay ee . ¼ð 
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it approves, that, if need be, you may ceaſe to a evil and 
learn to do well. You certainly hope for the continu- 
; ance of exiſtence in another world, as candidates for glo- X20 
ry, honour, and immortality; ; enquire how far your lives 
| have been influenced by ſuch conſiderations, and = 
verned by ſuch motives. As believers in Jeſus, enquire 
how much your minds have been purified by faith and 
15 hope, and as beings approaching nearer to the grave, 
what preparation you have made for the world to come 2 
What care have you fhewed for your own ſalvation, 
; what attention to the future welfare of the ſoul? Tho' 
* world i in which you now dwell is ſhort in its dura- 
ration, the conſequences of your actions are not limited, 
they extend beyond the boundary of time. They involve 


this awful conſideration, an eternity of miſery, or an 


eternity of glory, the er of immortal happineſs or the 
doom of endleſs woe. Be not deceived ; God is not 
e mocked; "wo whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he 


ce allo reap.“ The great buſineſs of life is to prepare 


for death. Wiſdom is juſtified of her children. If 
I you are wiſe, accept of that proviſion, embrace theſe of. 
fers of grace which are made in the Goſpel, to reſtoie 

. you to the favour of God, and diligently employ the 

f means which it points out to promote your growth in 
virtue and godlineſs. Think and act as men and as 
Chriſtians. The world is not your native home, it is not 
the place of your everlaſting abode. Its cares, its buſi- 
neſs, its amuſements, its pleaſures, and its ſnares, con- 
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ſpire to draw you away from ſerious thought. But re- 


member its pleaſures will fade and decay, and that the 


Variable and perplexing ſcenes of life are haſtening to an 

F end. Death will ere long draw the curtain of darkneſs 

7 _— you: You have entered on the journey of life, 
and the narrow houſe appointed for all living ſhall ſoon : 
Teceive you; ; in a few years you, ſhall go the way 
whence you ſhall not return, and the place which now 

knows you ſhall know you no more. In the day of 
your merciful viſitation, think of the things which be- 
long to your everlaſting happineſs, before theſe are hid 


from your eyes, for there! is no work nor device. i in the 
grave. 


"It "a pointed qut FIG nature 3 th FO of 5 
; 8 I ſhall. now proceed to lay before you 


a ſome en to induce you 1 to obey t the command 1 in the 


6 Firſt in” e wane this is the . of Adver- 


: ſity, and becauſe the judgments of the Lord a are abroad 
4 upon the earth, Conſider. | 


Certain 2 require the performance of particular 
duties ; 8 theſe ariſe from the different ſituations i in which 
we are placed by the Providence of God. When his 
awful judgments are abroad in the world, it becomes 
| the. inhabitants to learn wiſdom, it becomes them to at- 


* 


tend 


tend to the operations of his Providence, and to humble 
_ [themſelves under his mighty hand. Experience abun- 
1 dantly t teſtifies that nations, as well as individuals, are apt 
. to abuſe the goodneſs of God, and that the proſperity of 
fools deſtroys them. A long train of good fortune, the 
. influx of foreign wealth, the rapid progreſs of luxury, 
with its attendant vices, proved the ruin of the greateſt 
nation of antiquity. Wherever theſe prevail, the corrup- = 
-tion of human nature is ſtrengthened, fin and crimes 
are multiplied. When the fear of God is diminiſhed, | 
the power of moral obligation i is weakened; where it is 
removed, public and private virtue is deſtroyed. When 


man is diveſted of the principles of religion by infideli- 1 


ty and atheiſm, he is prepared for the perpetration of : 
any crime. We repoſe no confidence! in the unrighteous; 
and individuals and nations, ſunk in ſin and debaſed by 
vice, ariſing from infidelity, loſe their reſpectability aud 
that confidence which religion and virtue alone com- 
mand. When man is diveſted of the fear of God, eve- 
ry moral tie gradually loſes its influence, no duty is 
rightly performed, and every ſacred obligation! 18 ready 
to be broken. There i is not a more horr ible picture of the 
p deformity of human nature, than that of a nation caſi- 


5 9 ing off its allegiance on God, and glorying in infidelity. 


Wherever this happens, deſolation, and miſery, and wogs 
_ innumerable muſt enſue. Vice ends in the rum of the 
wicked, and by the working of Providence, puniſhment | 
overtakes t the guilty, For this is rye: that ſin is the re- 


_ proach 


a 1 14 1 
| proach and the ruin of any people. God hath faid 


"be __ on ſuch a nation as this?” | 


_ — — « 
rr Y 5 


_ The N S wien al ſin, wherever theſe TY : 
| i) bs matter of deep regret and lamentation to the pious 


4 ſtream.“ | 


2d, The preſent appearance the world around us, 


a part of f their terrified inhabitants. 


c ſhall I not viſit for theſe things, and _ not * _ ; 


mind. It affords a proper ſubject for ſerious conſidera- 
tion; and it becomes all ranks and degrees of men, to 
8 ſtem the torrent of iniquity, by a good example, by 
à ſtrict attention to the principles of religion, and by 
living in the fear of God, that the fatal conſequences of 
irreligion may be avoided, and that Judgment may 
run down as water, and Fightcouſpeſs as a mighty 


affords abundant reaſon for conſideration. It preſents an 
awful ſpectacle to our view. The judgments of God are 
abroad upon the earth. Turn your eyes to the peaceful 
ſhores of America! there mourning and Jamentation 
have lifted up their voice, becauſe the peſtilence hath 
walked in darkneſs, and deſtruction hath waſted at 
ncon- day. Thouſands have been ſwept away by ſudden 
deſolation, and cities have been almoſt deſerted by the 


on the continent of Europe what mourtiful ſcenes 
are preſented to our view! The deſolating rage of war 
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hath pad deſtruction fur and wide; rivers are 3 | 
with blood, and fields are covered with the number of 
the ſlain. Unprincipled bands of ferocious men, led on 
| by the avowed patrons of infidelity, have ravaged the 
world, - and have involved unoffending nations in one 
common ruin. Such are the diſmal conſequenees of 
anarchy and miſrule, where the influence of religion is 
© diminiſhed, where moral obligation is weakened, and = 
| where the ſacred bond of union betwixt God and man 
is diſſolved. The ſame arts have been employed to diſ- 
turb the tranquillity of our Siſter Iſle, and they have 
| threatenedthe peace. of our happy land. The ten- 
MN der mercies of the wicked are cruel.” ” Let us not 
view theſe events with indifference ; ; let us ables the 
8 judgments of God, and from them learn inſtruction and 
wiſdom. We have ſat in peace under our own vine 


and figtree, and none have made us zfraid. Theſe 


ought to render us the more thankful for the bleſſings 
We enjoy. Our gratitude ought to correſpond with 
the benefits we poſſeſs: Theſe ought to fill our minds 
with reverential fear for the Supreme Being, for this Z 
is the beginning of wiſdom. The calamities which 
overwhelm the nations, ought. to ſerve as a beacon 1 . 
to the ſurrounding world, to avoid thoſe fatal rocks o on ; ” 
| which ſo — have been ahora; ho 
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La; The next reaſon for Conſſderation which I hall 
es before e ariſeth from che nen ſituation of out 


on land. 


* 
I ” 5 'F 


85 Koa 12 bad not learned wiſdom when the judge: 
ments of God have been abroad in the earth, he hath | 
 eavlſed} them more nearly to approach us, and hath 
 & threatened to give us cleanneſs of teeth in all our ci- 
5 ties, and Walt of bread in all our places.“ : Famine; 5 
that terrible ſcourge, the ſcarcity of thoſe articles which 


 kre the chief ſupport of life, ſeems ready to viſit us, and 


_ chaſtiſe us on account of our manifeſt ſins. This is 
dhe Day of Adverſity, „and in this * of N it 


becomes you? to conſider. | 


After a 1 winter, che laſt ſpring was extremely 
cold, the ſummer had little of the ſun, or of that genial 
varmth which nouriſhes the fruits of the earth: few of 
them arrived at their full maturity. The harveſt Was 
: raproduQiive, and from the very unfavourable ſeaſon, 

part of the ſcanty crop was much injured, and part 


F it rotted on the gr ound. In conſequence of _—_ 


judulſibas have been ſcarce, and unuſually high in 
price. This calamity, the failure of the crop, has EY 


much more general than in many former years. Bread 


18 already beyond the purchaſe of the poor, and at this 
geaſon; the moſt induſtrious labourer :s not able to pro- 
vile for his family with the work of his hand. & 
; ; ” About 
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About the cloſe of the laſt century, this land was vi- 


ſited by ſimilar calamities. Several ſeaſons, cold and 
rainy, followed each other in ſucceſſion, The crops of 
corn in general failed; moſt of them never reached 
their wonted maturity, and much periſhed in the fields. 
Famine in a greater or in a leſs degree ' prevailed. Po- 
. verty, and hunger, and diſeaſe, afflicted many of the 
5 people. Many really periſhed from want, and in ſeve - 
ral diſtricts of the country, whole families were cut off. 
The traveller paſſed along the dreary vale, and for ſome 
miles not one ſmoke was ſeen to ariſe from the empty = 
cottages.” | Children beheld their emaciated parents ex- 
pire, and when attempting to carry the body to the 
grave, their ſtrength failed, and i in ſome inſtances both 
lay unburied in the fields. Infants were found at the 
breaſt of their dead mothers, « on the highways, and there 
was none to e 


per for us, we Aoi et hs 4 theſe. dew. 


But let us be inſtructed by thoſe events of former times. 
From them let us learn wiſdom and moderation. Let 
- provide againſt the evil day. We have been viſited _ 
by a beavy calamity, and much diſtreſs already prevails MY 
ia our land, notwithſtanding the great exertions of Go- 
vernment to obtain proviſion from abroad. The poor 
feel the miſeries attendant on ſcarcity. Pitiable indeed is 
the lot of man where poverty and hunger are combined. 1 
We have already heard a cry for bread, and for a time 5 


15 8 tbere 


rr „ Ends. 2 
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there was none to give. In ſuch a ſeaſon it becomes us 
to humble ourſelves before the Lord, to look to the rod, 
and him that hath appointed it, and in the Day of Adver- 
ſtry, to Conſider. I now proceed to the remaining part 
pOl the ſubject, to remind you of ſome of the duties 
„ 7 which in the Day of e, it 1 incumbent on "Ivy | 
| to dent ; 
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III. The firſt & Duty I ſhall mm; which the Di - 
of Adverſity a is Repentance. 
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a if, It becomes you to faſt and pray, to turn unto 
N the Lord with real ſorrow for fin, and in ſincere repenn?- 
i | i tance to reſolutions of amendment. Liſten to the ex- | 
hortation of the Prophet Joel; it is ſeaſonable ; „ There- a | 
4 fore now, ſaith the Lord, turn ye even unto me, with . 
1 Kall your heart, and with faſting, and with weeping, 
| and with mourning. And rend your hearts, and not 
« your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God, 
« for he is gracious and merciful, flow to anger, = 
60 of great kindneſs. Who knoweth if he will return 
b and repent, and leave a bleſſing behind him, even a 
c meat offering and a drink offering unto the Lord your . 
« God.” Different ſeaſons give room for the exerciſe 
of particular affections, and require the performance of 
particular duties. Seaſons of calamity and diſtreſs call 
upon you to humble yourſelves before God. They call 
: upon you to enquire nen you have tranſgreſſed his 
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boly commilndments, and my Ae you to form re. 


ſolutions. of amendment. God's antient people were i 
2 frequently exhorted to the performance of theſe duties. 
bug ee were appointed for faſting and humilia=« 
When threatened by the calamities of war, of 
0 dd or of famine, they were commanded to hum 
ble themſelves before God. He heard their cry, he fa- 
ved them from their diſtreſſes. A very beautiful part 
bY of Sacred Hiſtory gives you the ſame encouragement: - 


2 CHRON. vi. 28. If there be dearth in the land, if 


9 «there be peſtilence, if there be blaſting or mildew, lo- 
cc cuſts, or caterpillars, then what prayer, or what ſup - 
5 plication ſoever ſhall be made, of any man, or of all 
< thy people Iſrael, when every one ſhall know his own 
„ ſore, and his own grief, and ſhall ſpread forth his 
a « hands in this houſe, then hear thou from Heaven, 9 
0 thy dwelling place, and forgive, that they may fear . 
„ thee, to walk in thy ways, ſo long as they live. — 
But to perform theſe duties arigbt, ſee that you be in- 
tereſted in them. The people of God failed in the diſ- 
charge of them, for they frequently conſidered this ſer- ; 
a mere external duty, or ceremonial obſervance. 
The heart was not affected by it, and ſuch ſervice or 1 
worſhip is an abomination unto the Lord. Conſider | 
what: conſtitutes the ſum of national guilt... We have 
been a highly favoured people, but has our gratitude 5 
to God, and our improvement in virtue and godlineſs, 


correſponded with the benefits received, and the advanta- £ 
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> ſincere obedience to his commandments. We have |: 
heard much of the enlightened age in which we live; 


but let us enquire if your ſuperior illumination has ren-. 
dered you better ſubjects, better members of ſociety, bet- 
ter men, and better Chriſtians? Have you, from a prin- 

_ ciple of- gratitude, been more attentive to your duty to 
God, and to the diſcharge of the duties belonging to : 

pour reſpective ſitvations ? Has this ſuperior illumina- 
tion filled your minds with abhorrence of vice, and in- 
ſpired you with the love of virtue and godlineſs? 


As 
Chriſtians, your views are not limited to the tranſient 


5 oy ects of time; you look forward to glory, honour, and 


ortality. Have faith and hope purified your affec- 


5 tions and deſires, as faith and hope are pure? Convin- 
vinced of the comparative infignificance of worldly ob- 
jects, have you been chiefly ſolicitous of obtaining the | 

| Kingdom of God? I am afraid our boaſted : advantages 
have not been productive of theſe excellent conſequen- 

ces. I believe an high degree of levity, of inconſidera- 
tion, and of diſſoluteneſs of manners prevails. The cor- 

ruption of great cities hath extended its contaminating 
influence to the peaceful fcenes of paſtoral life, I have 
noc beſitation in ſaying, that all ranks have corrupted: 
their ways. . The torrent of iniquity is ſtrong, it is ra- 
pid, and ĩt threatens to overflow the land. As the fear 


of God is diminiſhed, proſſigacy and ſin abbund. The 


50 of God 1 is the pence: public and Private virtue, 


but 


* : 
_ 
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but when it is weakened, virtue and godlineſs languiſſi 
and decay. When the garden is neglected, noxious 
Vceds ariſe. But it is not fufficient that we lament the 
degeneracy or profligacy of the nation, nor even that 
ue pray for its amendment. The deformity of fin is in 
ſome degree hid in national depravity. It is ſeen as an 


objet at too great a diſtance;ʒ it makes no deep impreſ- 


ſion on the mind. A nation conſiſts of many eongre- 
gations and individuals. National guilt may be faid to 
ariſe from theſe. As members of the ſame communi- 


5 nity we ought to mourn over thele, but we ought mor 


to remain ſatisfied with this. Every individual ought 


160 bring the matter to himſelf. Look not on the con- — 


duct of others; examine your awn hearts, examine your 


750 own lives: Betore thou thinkeſt of the mote that is in 


thy brother's eye, conſider the beam that is in thine own. 
Search diligently for thoſe fins which have prevailed a- 
gainſt you z mourn and be in bitterneſs for them, not 
| only becauſe they have added to. the ſum of national 


= guilt, but becauſe this enquiry concerns your own falva- | 


tion. It is not enough that. you mourn over them, but 


9 you muſt repent of them ; you muſt ceaſe to d 0 evil, you... 
muſt learn to do well. Many are diligent i in enquiring 
atter, and quickfighted in perceiving, the faults of o- 
__  thers, while they are entirely forgetful of their own. 


They condemn in others the fins which they commit 
themſelves. They ſpeak fluently of brotherly kindneſs 
and charity, while 8 are full of malice and envy.— 
; They 


tran) 


| They: aiplaud 1 while they are e ſellih; T they 
_ condemn idle words, while they themſelves are flander- 
ers, buſy. bodies, tale bearers, and calumniators. Some 


fit in judgment on others, they pronounce fentence 


with cruet ſeverity, while they fall into the ſame con- | 
demmation. I would exhort you to avoid thoſe ſins. 
Buch conduct is unworthy and diſgraceful. Shew that Z 
mercy to others which you would pray for from God. 
Think, ſpeak, and act, concerning others, as you would 
deſire them to do towards you. But if you have erred, 
fearch for the ſin that hath moſt eaſily beſet you; repent, 
amend, return to God. Remember none of you live to 
999 yourſelves alone; there are duties which you owe to 
; yourſelves, but there are duties which you owe to o- 
thers, according to the condition in which the Provi- 
dence of Ged hath placed you. As heads of families, 


you are in a great meaſure accountable for thoſe under 


your protection: you owe them a good example. You 
dugnt to be attentive to the diſcharge of every moral o- 
4 bligation, and to every religious duty. You ought not 
to forget the aſſembling of yourſelves together i in the 


| fanCtuary © cc as the manner of ſome is; your negle& off 
; the Or 


inances of religion, of the worſhip of God, will 


have influence on the minds of others. It will ſerve to 
efface good but feeble impreſſions; it will render others 

cold, indifferent, and ſinful, or wicked like yourſelves. 
Your. children and your ſervants will probably be influ- 
7 enced by your conduct, whether you blaſpheme the 


78 a . name 


8 15 ) 


name of God, or wither you are PT for pietß 
virtue, and godlineſs. In whatſoever condition of life 
: you are, your chief-concern ought to be your own fb 
vation. If you have true faith, it will influence your 
conduct: it will make you wiſer and better: you mall 
live in peace, and die in the aſſurance of future hope. 


2d, The next duty which the Day of Adverſity, a ſea- 
ſon of ſcarcity and diſtreſs like the preſent, requires, is the 
ſtricteſt attention to frugality and ceconomy in your own 
2 families. The utmoſt care and attention in the manage- 
ment of all your domeſtic, concerns is neceſſary. ö 
improper waſte of the neceſſaries of life, either by abuſe 
or miſmanagement, is a fin of a heinous nature at any 
time, but it is attended with many aggravations in ſe- 
„ of ſcarcity and diſtreſs. The moſt ſcrupulous at- 
tention ought to be given to the proper and frugal ma- 
; nagement of every article of proviſion. Many indulgen- 1 85 
cies may be allowable and even innocent in times of pro- 
_ ſperity and plenty, which are highly criminal in times 
— adverſity and ſcarcity. This duty i is incumbent on 
all, and you ought to ſee that the children's bread i is not 
given to the dogs. Many of theſe animals which „ 
not only uſeleſs, but a public nuiſance, are fed, (and#ften —_— 
4 by thoſe who can ill afford from their little ſtore what 1 is 
neeqdful to ſupport them), which ought to be deſtroyed. . 
The duty of frugality and economy is recommended 
with earn.” to [thoſe in eaſy o or in affluent circum- 


ſtances. 


23: 
ö 8 Reitench your ſuperfluities, cut off your luxur- 


i ies, let your temperance-and moderation be known. unto 
all men. Examine what artiele of food, of dreſs, of. 
luxurious indulgence you can do without, and. imme - 
diately give up its uſe. Whatever is ſaved, from abuſe, 
from intemperate indulgence of thoſe articles neceſſarß 


to life, is in ſome meaſure added to the public ſtock, 


and will enable you to feed the hungry and clothe the 
naked. Much is loſt by inattention, by ſinful luxury; 

ſquandered by idle prodigality, or abuſed by ſhameful | 
intemperance, which would alleviate the diſtreſſes, and 


ſupply _ wants of | So W the —_ 2 allied. 


But it is not ſulßcientt chat 1 Wed . virtue 
and duty to heads of families: I muſt addreſs myſelf alfo 
to ſervants, to gain the end I have in view. 1 muſt exhort 
you alſo, my friends, to be faithful and frugal i in the ma- 


nagement of that which is committed to your charge. 


Unleſs you are faithful, and unleſs you are attentive to 
frugality and cxconomy, it is not poſſible for heads of 


families to carry into effect that ſyſtem which the pre- 


lent times require. Lou know that you have much TH 
your power; much of your maſters' ſubſtance is in your 
hands. It is in your power to uſe it with frugal con- 


my, and it is in your power to abuſe it, and to caſt it a- 


way. You have great cauſe for thankfulneſs, and what ; 
binds you to gratitude, ought to prompt you to diligence 


and fidelity. Your wages are higher than at former 


mes. vou feel little or none of the preſſure of the 
Fae ſent | 


l preſent <alamity, you are re Exempted from many of its 
miſeries. It becomes you to expreſs your gratitude to 
God, by liberally contributing to the relief of your 
1 Were who are not in ſuch favourable ſituations. 
Make conſcience of performing your duty with fidelity, 5 
for Whatever is abuſed or loſt, by your negligence or 
miſconduct, you are accountable. There are duties . 
which every condition of life requires, and theſe are ſome 
of yours. In that ſituation the Providence of God hath 
placed you, andi unto him you muſt render an account 


of your ſtewardſhip. Read the words of your Saviour, 


Luke xi. 43. 6 Bleſſed i is that ſervant whom his Lord, ; 0 
en he cometh, ſhall find fo doing.” Coloſſians, 
Ai. 22. < Servants, obey i in all things your maſters, ac- 

9 cording to the fleſh; not with eye ſervice as men 

« pleaſers, but in ſingleneſs of heart, fearing God; and 

* whatſoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and 
« not, unto men. Know that of the Lord ye ſhall re. 

* ceive the reward of the inheritance; 5 for ye ſerve the 

« Lord Chriſt. But he chat doeth wrong, ſhall re- 

ceive for the wrong which he hath done, and there - 
« jg no reſpect of perſons.“ Walk i in the fear of God, . 

: bear your part as good members of ſociety, perform 85 
pour duty with diligence and fidelity, be contented and g 5 


- 


tan andi in the Day of 5 conſider, has 
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1 will 1 addreſs myſelf alſo. to the y younger part of 1. 
1 Congregation, and 1 would prels on your minds a due 


| 6 attention to conſideration. My young friends, youth, 


is a time of much giddineſs and danger, You are apt 


obe impatient of reſtraint, ſometimes ill pleaſed with. 


| contradiQtion. You are too ready to liſten. to the ad- 


vice of the young and inexperienced, and to deſpiſe me. 
5 councils of thoſe who are qualified to direct you. The by 
5 example of others miſleads you, you are carried away 
: by the multitude, ye vie with one another in dreſs, and 
ye are led into extravagange, which is neither prudent 
nor commendable, Frequently that is thrown away in 
3 85 folly and i in vanity, which would contribute ta the com- 
ort of an aged parent, or provide a cordial for a ck or a 
dying friend. You are led to ſin, to the breach of the 
woſt ſolemn. and facred duties, If you negle& the du 5 
55 ties you owe to parents and other relatives, you never 
will perform the. duties you owe to God, You leave 
that to the care of others, which ought to de your chief is 
concern. If you indulge. in pleaſure, i it will lead to ini- 
quity; if it is your paſſion, to deck the body with gaudy. 
ornaments, there i is a danger of your being unmindful 
— 6 th: ſoul. The moſt ſacred duties are neglected, the 
= moſt facred ties are broken, honourable ſentiments are 
FE” deſtroyed, and callous inſenſibility to the diſtreſſes of o- 
thers will increaſe. Learn at an early period to conſi- 
der. Fear gd „ i is * 3 of wiſdom.— 
— 4 
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5 Seck firſt the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, 
and all other he fall b be added unto 1 


3 ks Day of Adrdifity requires that "we be very : 
Charitable to > the Poor: 5 


11 i not oft your duty to Fympathiſe with öchend b in 
5 aflietion and diſtreſs, but to relieve the wants of your 
poorer brethren, and to give alms of ſuch things as you 

have. Perhaps it may appear ſuperfluous to urge the 
: performance of deeds of charity, in ſpeaking toa Chriſ· 
tian audience, united to God and to one another by m=_ 
| ſtrong ties of religion ; and to a Congregation, whom I 
have ever found moſt willing and ready on all occaſions | 
to contribute liberally to the ſupport of thoſe in diſtreſs. 

N But, my brethren, this ſeaſon calls for uncommon ex- 
ertions in charity. Jo perform deeds of benevolence 
and charity is duty incumbent on all men. We are 

” children of the ſame common patent, we are fellow tra- 
vellers to the fame land: it becomes us to cheer, to aid, 5 
and comfort one another by the way. In this path, va- 

tious difficulties and dangers occur. To ſome, it lies 

+ through a pleaſant land; to others through a dreary . 
wilderneſs, where there is nothing to ſhield them from 
the howling tempeſt. Poverty and hunger is the lot 
of many, affliction and diſeaſe ſtretch them on beds of 
languiſhing. Riches ſometimes take to | themſelves 155 


(4) 


wings and 45 away, thy: airy building of ae vaniſhes 
The ſtate of man is variable, like the elements of na 


ture by which he is ſurrounded. Sometimes the morn- 


ing i is uſhered in by every token of ſerenity. The dawn 
appears, the light ſhines, the ſun aſcends in majeſty, in 

ſplendor, and brightneſs. But before he hath half per- 
formed his courſe, the clouds ariſe, the ſtorm rages, and 
his beams are hid in gloomy darkneſs, Youth advances 
in hope, the proſpe& widens; a length of happy days, 
and a thouſand enjoyments elate the mind, and promiſe 


the ſum of human bleſs 1 in many future years. Alas, vain 


man! the cup of felicity is often daſhed from thine hand; 

the gay. proſpect diſappears ; it vaniſhes as the morning DN 
cloud and the early dew. Diſeaſe and poverty, afflic- 2 
tions and death, cloſe the mournful ſcene. "re God hath 
5 formed man capable of feeling for thoſe miſeries of hu- 
manity, and thoſe feelings prompt him to relieve them. 
This is a ray of the Divi inity which the ruins of the fall 


have not extinguiſned. Revelation cauſes it to ſhine 
| with renewed brightneſs. In. the Goſpel it appears my 


8 precept and example. There the voice of the Eternal 

God is mercy, the example of Jefus-i is charity, and every 

command is love. The amiable ſpirit of that religion 

which Jeſus. taught captivates the mind by its intrinſic 

g excellence. He hath given you a new commandment 

"a love one another. Rejoice with, them that do rejoice, 
: and weep with them. that weep⸗ T his is the ſpirit. of 

; the Chriſtian faith, its diſtinguiſhing ornament 18 cha- 8 


5 rity. 


5 . . 


0 


rity. The . in which you: dwell affords TY rodm 
for the exerciſe of benevolence. The preſent ſeaſon of | 


5 calamity calls upon all ranks of men to contribute ac 2 
| cording 1 to their ability to ſupply. the wants of the poor : 


and the indigent, O ye who riot in luxurious enjoy- 
ment, who waſte your days in giddy pleaſure; turn afide 


a little from vanity, hear the cry of affliction and diſ- 8 
treſs! Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, relieve the 1 


oppreſſed, comfort the afſlicted, add to the enjoyments ö 
of the poor, alleviate the ſorrows of the wretched. You 
will know that it 1s more bleſfed to give than to receive, 


you will feel joy you never knew before. There i is no = l 
pleaſure on earth equal to that of doing good; deeds of 1 


charity and benevolence leave no ſting behind them,— 


By the ſadneſs of the, countenance, the heart is made 1 
better. A cup of cold water 1s not forgotten. When the 1 


widow threw her mite into the treaſury, the deed of 
charity was recorded in heaven, for alms and Prayers 
aſcend in ſweet memorial before the throne of God.— 


- Enter the cottage of the poor. Behold the bed of lan- 


| guiſhing, hear the cries of hunger, liſten to the groans 


5 of diſtreſs ! ! ſee the aged, the emaciated form, pale and 


5  languid, without a cordial to the parched lip, to com- : 


fort the ſhivering frame, to cheer. the departing ana! 2 


Hear the heart piercing words of famine from the wi-⸗ 
dow of Sarepta, whom the prophet addreſſed, ſaying# 
__— Bring me, I pray thee, a morſel of bread in thine 
© hand; and ſhe ſaid, as the Lord 1 thy God liveth, I 
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* and nee that we _ eat it and die.” 5 


: {Htewrs the eden to your 0 own eing. 1 et ul . 
you to attend to the duties which the Day of Adver« 


8 fity requires, to feed the hungry and clothe the naked, 


and thou ſhalt be bleſſed. For though © they cannot | 
8 recompenſe thee, thou ſhall be a in the 


N N of che m_ by 
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ere an Ulle, but an handful of CIENCY 
* and-a-little oil in a cruſe; and behold, I am gather. : 
« ing two ſticks that I may go in and dreſs it for me | 
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